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The Chartered Trading Standards Institute (CTSI) response to: 
Proposed changes to penalties for motoring offences

Response sent to: moconsultation@dft.gov.uk
Response submitted by: Ryan Parker, CTSI 
This response is being sent on behalf of The Chartered Trading Standards Institute and has been compiled by the expertise of CTSI members and Lead Officers. 

ABOUT CTSI
Founded in 1881 (as the 'Incorporated Society of Inspectors of Weights and Measures'), today's Chartered Trading Standards Institute (CTSI) is one of the world’s longest-established organisations dedicated to the field of Trading Standards and Consumer Protection. 
At CTSI, and through the Trading Standards profession, we aim to promote good trading practices and to protect consumers. We strive to foster a strong vibrant economy by safeguarding the health, safety and wellbeing of citizens through empowering consumers, encouraging honest business, and targeting rogue practices. We provide information, guidance and develop evidence-based policies and campaigns to support local and national stakeholders including central and devolved governments. 
CTSI also provides the secretariat to the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Consumer Protection and campaigns on range of topics including product safety issues. CTSI is responsible for business advice and education in Trading Standards and consumer protection legislation, including running the Business Companion service to provide clear guidance to businesses on how to meet their legal and regulatory obligations. 
CTSI is also contracted to provide administrative support to the Approved Codes Scheme which was established to give consumers greater confidence when they buy from members of the approved scheme and raises the standards of trading of all businesses that operate under the relevant Approved Code for that sector. CTSI run training and development events for both the Trading Standards profession and a growing number of external organisations. We also provide accredited courses on regulations and enforcement. 

Response:
Q27: In your view, should the government introduce penalty points for the offence of being in charge of a motor vehicle with an incorrect/altered/false number plate?

Yes.

Q27a: Why did you give this answer?

Incorrect/altered/false number plates are used to avoid tolls, charges and enforcement tools (such as ANPR), and to obscure wider criminality.

There is clear evidence that organised crime groups are exploiting ghost plates as a tactic to defeat ANPR and frustrate law enforcement surveillance. Vehicles fitted with ghost plates are used to facilitate multiple criminality offences and by rendering ANPR ineffective, offenders significantly reduce the risk of identification. By way of example, in Rochdale, analysis of intelligence relating to number plate manufacture and supply showed that out of 20 plates identified, 8 were found to have positive links to individuals involved in serious and organised crime. 

Incorrect/altered/false plates significantly undermine investigations. In Rochdale, a rogue trader investigation into unqualified individuals who defrauded a customer of over £15,000 was severely hampered because the suspect vehicle could not be traced due to a ghost plate. 

Introducing penalty points across all three categories would act as a strong deterrent and better reflect the seriousness and enforcement impact of number plate misuse. 

Q28: In your view, should the government introduce vehicle seizure for the offence of being in charge of a motor vehicle with an incorrect/altered/false number plate?

Yes.

Q28a: Why did you give this answer?

Incorrect/altered/false number plates are used to avoid tolls, charges and enforcement tools (such as ANPR), and to obscure wider criminality.

There is clear evidence that organised crime groups are exploiting ghost plates as a tactic to defeat ANPR and frustrate law enforcement surveillance. Vehicles fitted with ghost plates are used to facilitate multiple criminality offences and by rendering ANPR ineffective, offenders significantly reduce the risk of identification. By way of example, in Rochdale, analysis of intelligence relating to number plate manufacture and supply showed that out of 20 plates identified, 8 were found to have positive links to individuals involved in serious and organised crime. 

Incorrect/altered/false plates significantly undermine investigations. In Rochdale, a rogue trader investigation into unqualified individuals who defrauded a customer of over £15,000 was severely hampered because the suspect vehicle could not be traced due to a ghost plate. 

Introducing vehicle seizure for the offence of being in charge of a motor vehicle with an incorrect/altered/false number plate would remove an offending vehicle from the road, keeping the public safe and disrupting criminality.
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