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CTSI response to: 
Fireworks and Pyrotechnics in the UK consultation 

This response is being sent on behalf of The Chartered Trading Standards Institute and has been compiled by the expertise of the CTSI Lead Officer for this subject area. 

Response submitted to: fireworksconsultation@businessandtrade.gov.uk 

ABOUT CTSI
Founded in 1881 (as the 'Incorporated Society of Inspectors of Weights and Measures'), today's Chartered Trading Standards Institute (CTSI) is one of the world’s longest-established organisations dedicated to the field of Trading Standards and Consumer Protection. 
At CTSI, and through the Trading Standards profession, we aim to promote good trading practices and to protect consumers. We strive to foster a strong vibrant economy by safeguarding the health, safety and wellbeing of citizens through empowering consumers, encouraging honest business, and targeting rogue practices. We provide information, guidance and develop evidence-based policies and campaigns to support local and national stakeholders including central and devolved governments. 
CTSI also provides the secretariat to the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Consumer Protection and campaigns on range of topics including product safety issues. CTSI is responsible for business advice and education in Trading Standards and consumer protection legislation, including running the Business Companion service to provide clear guidance to businesses on how to meet their legal and regulatory obligations. 
CTSI is also contracted to provide administrative support to the Approved Codes Scheme which was established to give consumers greater confidence when they buy from members of the approved scheme and raises the standards of trading of all businesses that operate under the relevant Approved Code for that sector. CTSI run training and development events for both the Trading Standards profession and a growing number of external organisations. We also provide accredited courses on regulations and enforcement. 

Response form
	You can also read the Public consultations privacy notice.  Wherever possible please avoid including any additional personal data in free-text responses beyond that which has been requested or which you consider it necessary for DBT to be aware of.Your Details

	1. Your name
	Kerry Nicol

	2. Your email address
	kerryn@tsi.org.uk

	3. Are you responding:
	

	As an individual? Please go to ‘Consultation Questions’
	

	On behalf of an organisation? Please continue
	X

	4. Name of organisation
	Chartered Trading Standards Institute

	5. Number of employees

	1 to 9
	

	10 to 49
	

	50 to 249
	X

	250 or more
	

	6. Type of organisation

	Business
	

	Trade Association
	

	Test House or Laboratory
	

	Consumer Body
	

	Charity, community or campaign group
	

	NHS or healthcare organisations
	

	Local Authority and Trading Standards 
	

	Fire and Rescue Service, police or security
	

	Devolved Government or Government Body
	

	Other (Please specify)
	Not for profit membership organisation
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	Consultation Questions

	1. Are there any other particular F2 and F3 fireworks products that you think the general public should not be allowed to buy? Please state which products and give your reasons.

	Products:
	Multi shot roman candles

	You can provide reasons in the space below.

	Misuse of these F3 fireworks can be the cause of anti-social behaviour.

	2. If more products are added to the regulation 33 banned list, what consequences might there be for consumers, industry, enforcement authorities, professional users, and others? Please give your reasons

	You can list consequences and provide reasons in the space below.

	Creating more banned fireworks may result in an expansion of the existing black market leading to more resource allocation being require by Trading Standards, fire services and police. Increasing the number of banned products may result in increased numbers of unlicensed and unsafe storage in domestic circumstances.

	3. Do you agree that regulation 33(1)(g) should be amended to make explicit that a firework comprising more than one shot tube is banned from sale to the general public? Please give your reasons. 

	Agree
	X

	Neither agree nor disagree
	

	Disagree
	

	You can provide reasons in the space below.

	Multi-shot roman candles have been misused in past fireworks seasons resulting in anti-social behaviour.
Many of these fireworks require a minimum of 25 metres as an exclusion zone to prevent harm to spectators. This makes them unsuitable for use in small gardens.


	4. Do you agree that the age limit for purchasing Christmas crackers should be removed? Please give your reasons.

	Agree
	X

	Neither agree nor disagree
	

	Disagree
	

	You can provide reasons in the space below.

	The age limit for caps for toy guns was removed some time ago and the net 
mass of the explosive silver fulminate in each cracker is approximately 16 milligrams which makes the snap in a Christmas cracker innocuous

	5. Are there any other specific F1 and P1 pyrotechnics that should have their regulatory requirements increased or decreased? Please state which products, what regulatory requirements you think they should have and give your reasons.

	Products:
	There are no reasons for amending the current regime for either P1 or T1 pyrotechnics
Handheld sparklers should be limited to F2

	You can provide reasons in the space below.

	There is an argument for reducing the age of purchase of F1 fireworks to 12 to bring them into line with the current legal age of purchase of Xmas crackers and the age limit set by many European countries.
Handheld F1 sparklers should be discontinued and warnings on all sparklers advising parents to permit young children to hold sparklers should be removed and replaced with a reminder that sparklers should not be handled by children because of the potential of accidental thermal injuries to the skin.

	6. Do you agree the decibel level of fireworks consumers use should be lowered? Choose one of the following options:

	No, the maximum noise limit for fireworks should remain at 120 dB (A,imp)
	X

	Yes, to 110 dB (A,imp) (reducing perceived loudness by approximately half)
	

	Yes, to 100 dB (A,imp) (reducing perceived loudness by approximately three-quarters)
	

	Yes, to 90 dB (A,imp) (reducing perceived loudness by approximately seven-eights)
	

	Don’t know
	

	7. What might be the positive impacts of reducing the maximum decibel level of fireworks available to the general public? Please explain your answer, providing evidence where possible.

	You can provide your answer and explanation in the space below.

	Reducing the noise level may decrease the distress to members of the public, farm animals and domestic dogs, cats and other pets.
There is an argument for banning all noisy fireworks and replacing them with silent fireworks

	8. What might be the negative impacts of reducing the maximum decibel level of fireworks available to the general public? Please explain your answer, providing evidence where possible.

	You can provide your answer and explanation in the space below.

	If noise levels are decreased, this may result in an increase in illegal fireworks imported from Europe where the level is 120 dB.

	9. How much lead in time would businesses need to prepare for the changes proposed in this consultation and why? Please state a lead in time in months or years, and explain your answer, providing evidence where possible.

	Lead in time in months or years:
	This would take up to an estimated three to five years to clear stocks

	You can provide your explanation in the space below.

	All fireworks legally imported into the UK are made in accordance with a standard which is common within Europe. Categories F1, F2 and F3 are all currently manufactured to comply with the 120 dB limit.

	10. What other things should we consider when setting a lead in time? You may wish to reference the impact on people who buy fireworks, enforcement bodies, police or the general public.

	You can provide your answer in the space below.

	Fireworks supplied in the UK are predominantly imported from the far East. Fireworks are classified in accordance with the Pyrotechnic Articles (Safety) Regulations) and have a long shelf life if stored safely. They can remain in stock in warehouses and small retail premises for a significant amount of time. The last major change in 2010 gave the fireworks suppliers seven years to clear their stocks of BS7114 and replace them with CE marked items.
The British Standard for fireworks BS EN 15947 would require to be rewritten to amend the current 120 dB limit to whatever new limit is set.
Any new specification would require every type of firework affected by the change to be manufactured in a different way and each type of firework would require to be tested by an independent test house to ensure compliance with a new standard and a new declaration of conformity would also be required.


Please email this response form to: fireworksconsultation@businessandtrade.gov.uk
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