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CTSI urges the government to consider a plan to stop the

Stephanie Young haemorrhaging of resources for animal health and welfare

. _ regulation and enforcement at local levels. Regardless of the
Staffordshire Trading Standards UK's relationship with the EU in the Future, it will still have to
Stephanie is an experienced Principal Trading comply with the OIE International Standards for Animal
Standards Officer for Animal Health at Health for trade.

Staffordshire County Council.

HIGH STANDARDS OF ANIMAL WELFARE ARE ONE OF THE

CTSl is firmly of the view that there is a HALLMARKS OF A CIVILISED SOCIETY. WE HAVE A LONG

need to ensure that the rural economy TRADITION OF PROTECTING ANIMALS IN THIS COUNTRY,

is not economically damaged from the OFTEN MANY YEARS BEFORE OTHERS FOLLOW.

removal of the Common Agricultural

Policy (CAP) and that the system of Theresa Villiers MP, Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs

local enforcement is protected.

Threats

Regarding CAP, the government has

not yet set out how this critical funding
structure will be replaced but has given
indications that it will be based on funding
for environmental rather than land
ownership considerations. Withdrawal of
funding without an adequate replacement
will result in a number of businesses facing
financial hardship, with the likely
consequences of lower welfare standards on
farms and reduced compliance with
legislative standards for disease control.

Despite the government'’s
stated aim to retain and,
where possible, improve
levels of animal health

and welfare upon leaving
the EU, we believe that
there are broad areas of
concern.

These include the threat
to rural businesses from
capacity in veterinary and
enforcement resources,
pressures on standards
from international trade

CTSI URGES THE GOVERNMENT NOT

TO COMPROMISE ON THE STANDARDS and the impact on animal
OF ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE health from uncertain EU
AND AGRICULTURE IN ORDER TO GAIN funding replacements.

ACCESS TO NEW GLOBAL MARKETS.

60%

OF UK FARMS HAVE NO
PLANS TO INVEST IN
ANIMAL HEALTH OVER
THE NEXT FIVE YEARS.

*SOURCE: Defra Farm Practices
Survey 2019 (released March
2020)

Furthermore, with such
uncertainty in the

market, feed companies
are already unwilling to

extend credit to some
Farming businesses for
livestock feed.

For more information about how EU Exit could affect trading standards,
and to take the EU Exit training course, visit www.tradingstandards.uk/euexit
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Opportunities

CTSI urges the government not to compromise on the standards
of animal health and welfare and agriculture in order to gain
access to new global markets. Imports of food and feed from
countries such as China and the US will bring competitive
pressures on UK businesses to lower standards. The government
must hold strong on its aim to preserve and improve standards
of animal health and welfare after we leave the EU.

High domestic animal health and welfare standards
have become intertwined with EU policy
frameworks. Itis important that the UK secures
access to key networks such as The European Food
Safety Authority (EFSA), the Rapid Alert System for
Feed and Food (RASFF) and the Trade Control and
Expert System (TRACES).

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) at a glance*
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Launched in V7T

Rural development measures:

. €14.37 bn

IN 2018, THE EU IS SUPPORTING FARMERS WITH

€58.82 bn

FINANCIAL

BREAKDOWN:

+ Personnel concerns
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Income Support:

€41.74 bn
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Market measures:

€2.7bn

*European Commission

Within the UK there is a heavy reliance
on veterinary field staff within the
public sector from other EU Countries.
These veterinary officers have a pivotal
role to play in the regulatory functions
on farms and in abattoirs. The status of
EU workers post-EU Exit, and our ability
to recruit and maintain vital veterinary
skills, is at risk.

CTSl is also extremely concerned about a reduction in
enforcement personnel from both trading standards and
environmental health. While the UK might retain protections
and have sufficient powers available to enforcers, resources
to effectively police are in severe decline. If, after the end of
the transition period, the UK wishes to trade on a unique
selling point of its high health status and its high welfare
controls, it will need to demonstrate this is being effectively
policed — a position that is already under pressure.
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